
UNCLE BONSAI
The Monster in the Closet/Go To Sleep
Two tauntingly twisted tales for tormented parents

Uncle Bonsai can’t seem to get it right. Everything goes askew 
in whatever they try. Their so-called “children’s” songs ended 
badly, especially for the family pets, but even their “grown-
up” songs of childhood memories are rife 
with disappointment.

Long obsessed with what gets swept beneath 
the rug of every family, the trio’s recent work 
turns its scrutiny on parenting. 
Once children themselves, they mocked 
the best (some say “futile”) efforts of their 
beleaguered parents. Not until after becoming 
parents themselves did they realize the great 
wisdom and fortitude of their parents, after 
all. Shoulda said something. Now they turn 
their “mature” attention to the sheer devilry of their own 
children.

Uncle Bonsai’s latest recording project is a book of two 
illustrated songs about extreme efforts certain skewed adults 
(might) take to get their own children to bed: Confess to 
them about the reality of monsters. Bribe them. Threaten 
their toys. Accept the futility and hit the gin.

There are no swear words and no one’s getting hurt, but 
straight-faced lies and escalating tempers 

of angels will lead even good parents to feel 
superior to the depths sought out by the 

narrators of these songs. 

That’s why we love Bonsai. 
They’re so much worse off than we are.
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“A folk-pop trio from Seattle, performs 
funny original songs whose exquisite 
musical detail and subtle needling wit 
attain a level of craft not often seen in pop”
         -- The New York Times

The Seattle trio Uncle Bonsai performs original, 
contemporary folk/pop music. With their soaring 
and intricate 3-part vocal harmonies and biting 
humor, accompanied by only an acoustic guitar, 
Arni Adler, Patrice O’Neill, and Andrew Ratshin 
deliver poignantly unflinching portrayals of life, 
love, and a guy named Doug. The trio’s influences 
range from the Beatles to Stephen Sondheim. 
Some say Zappa cross-bred with Peter, Paul and 
Mary. Loudon Wainwright III, the Roches. Uncle 
Bonsai’s acoustic folk-pop songs are almost 
one-act plays or short stories, resisting strict pop, 
folk, or singer-songwriter categories. Three tightly 
tiered and adhered voices, acoustic guitar. That’s 
it. Nearly naked folk-pop for everyone.

Now entering its 31st year, Uncle Bonsai 
announces “The Monster in the Closet/Go 
To Sleep,” two of their most popular songs 
presented as a reversible hard cover book, with 
artwork by members Arni Adler and Patrice 
O’Neill . . .  audio recording included! This book 
is a follow-up to their most recent audio release, 
“The Grim Parade,”a collection of live and studio 
performances of songs that focus on the passing 
of time, the passing of genes, and the passing of 
pets -- the truth of everything seemingly buried 
somewhere under the family tree.

“The group has achieved an almost cult status 
...their music ranges from irreverent to ironic, 
from satirical to sad. And despite the folk 
tag, their music defies categorization as it 
incorporates elements of jazz, pop, broadway, 
reggae, and classical.” - Associated Press


